
2016 National Summit & Training Institute 

Thriving in Today’s Caregiving Journey 

October 20 - 21, 2016 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20th 
 

 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Networking Reception 

Windsor Hotel in Downtown Americus 

 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21st  
 

 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Registration and Continental Breakfast 

Carter 1 (Bldg 48 on Campus Map) 

School of Nursing/Health Center 

Georgia Southwestern State University 

 

 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.  

Welcome / Opening Comments / Overview 

Charles Patterson, Interim President, Georgia Southwestern State University 

Leisa Easom, PhD, RN, Executive Director, Rosalynn Carter Institute for Caregiving 

Former First Lady Rosalynn Carter 

Bonnie Petrauskas, Executive Director, Global Community Impact, Johnson & Johnson 

 

 9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.  

Communicating Assertively and Respectfully 

Ellen Cotter, PhD, Professor of Psychology and Sociology, Georgia Southwestern State University 

Q&A 

 

 10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.  

MORNING BREAK 

 

 10:30 a.m. - 10:35 a.m.  

Caregiver Testimonial 

RCI REACH 

 

 10:35 a.m. - 11:20 a.m.  

Dealing Effectively with Depression and Grief 

Jocelyn Chen Wise, LCSW, MPH, Project Director, Fuqua Center for Late-Life Depression 

Q&A 
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 11:20 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.  

LUNCH 

 

 12:20 p.m. - 12:25 p.m.  

Caregiver Testimonial 

Dealing with Dementia 

 

 12:25 p.m. - 1:10 p.m.  

Preventing Fraud and Financial Exploitation 

Ginny Helms, Vice President, Chapter Services & Public Policy, Alzheimer’s Association, Georgia 

Q&A 

 

 1:10 p.m. - 1:55 p.m. 

Understanding Prescription Medications 

John Carroll, RPh, Director of Pharmacy, Southwest Georgia Regional Medical Center 

Q&A 

 

 1:55 p.m. - 2:10 p.m. 

AFTERNOON BREAK 

 

 2:10 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.  

Caregiver Testimonial 

BRI Care Consultation 

 

 2:15 p.m. - 3:00 

Financial Planning for Family Caregivers 

Denise Ricks, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones  

Q&A 

 

 3:00 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 

Legal Considerations for Family Caregivers 

David McGuffey, Esq., Attorney, Elder Law Practice of David L. McGuffey, LLC 

Q&A 

 

 3:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Closing Comments 

Leisa Easom, PhD, RN, Executive Director, Rosalynn Carter Institute for Caregiving 

 

 4:00 p.m. 

ADJOURN 

 

 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Reception / Gala Awards Banquet - Black Tie optional 

Faculty Dining Room 

Georgia Southwestern State University 
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