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Dougherty Superior Court Mental Health/Substance Abuse Treatment Court Program Wins Special Merit Award for 

Improving the Lives of Families

Americus, GA - Since 2001, the Johnson & Johnson/Rosalynn Carter Institute Caregivers Program has positively impacted the lives of over 75,000 individuals through its funding of community collaborations that support caregivers. This partnership builds on RCI’s 22 years of advocacy for caregivers and on the credo of Johnson & Johnson to be “responsible to the communities in which we live and work” and “encourage…better health and education.”  The J&J/RCI Caregivers Program seeks to build bridges between researchers and caregivers, with the ultimate goal being to embed caregiver support into existing systems of care.

To that end, the Rosalynn Carter Leadership in Caregiving Award recognizes leadership in implementing innovative and creative partnerships between community organizations and caregiving researchers.  Award winning partnerships reflect best practices in providing effective caregiver supports. During the RCI Awards Gala held October 22, a special merit award was given to The Dougherty Superior Court Mental Health/Substance Abuse Treatment Court Program; an innovative partnership between the Dougherty County Court System, the Albany Advocacy Resource Center, the Albany Area Community Service Board, Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities, and many others. The goal of the program is to decrease or eliminate the number of hospitalizations, crisis unit admissions, or arrests experienced by those suffering from mental illness or substance abuse. Emotionally and physically exhausted family caregivers of these individuals now have somewhere to turn for help. Selected as one of only five Learning Sites across the United States by the Bureau of Justice Assistance, the program is providing information to other states that are interested in improving outcomes for people with mental illness and their families. Former First Lady Rosalynn Carter presented Judge Stephen Goss with a check in the amount of $5,000.   
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